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Erhaps there never was a day and age, wherein ſuch a 
| redundancy of vice and immorality, open profaneneſs 

and downright infidelity, was to be found, as in the day 
and time in which we live; and which is but too evident 
to leave the ſerious chriſtian unconcerned about it. 

The precious and everlaſting goſpel of the grace of God 
is openly deſpiſed and rejected with the utmoſt diſdain, as 
only worthy the attention of old women, madmen, fana- 
tics, or enthuſiaſts; all the moſt daring and impious at- 
tempts are made to ſink it's weight and authority; the 
glorious truths contained therein are become the ſubject of 
banter and ridicule; and the profeſſors of it treated with 
the utmoſt contempt, and branded with all that ignominy, 
ſhame and reproach that the corrupt hearts of the moſt 


wicked and abandoned wretches can poſlibly deviſe. 


Nor is this all neither; for ſuch a ſpirit of perſecution e- 
vidently diſcovers itſelf amongſt us, that, was it not for 
the interpoſition of his moſt ſacred Majeſty King GEORGE, 
aided by his honourable Parliament, who hath to far con- 
deſcended as to engage himſelf, not only in the defence of 
the civil, but allo the religious liberties of his people, we 
ſhould be in a moſt deplorable ſituation indeed! we ſhould 
be hunted as patridges upon the mountains, and made to 
ſeek the food of our ſouls at the peril of our natural lives. 
But, bleſſed be God, things are not come to this pals yet ; 
we are at preſent permitted to ſit under our own vines and 
fig-trees, and none dare make us afraid. 

"Indeed, in the preſent view of things, we have abundant 
reaſon to make our complaint to the Moft High in the 
words of the pſalmiſt Aſaph, Keep not thou filence, O God: 
hold not thy peace, and be not ſtill, O God. For lo, thine ene- 
mies make a tumult : and they that hate thee, have lifted up 


| dhe bead. T, = have taken crafty counſel gan thy * 
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and confulted againſt thy hidden ones. They have ſaid, Come, 


and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of f 


Iſrael may be no more in remembrance.“ 

Whoever has peruſed with care that amazing ler, 
on which theſe remarks are made, may eaſily diſcern that 
the author, like Saul, breatheth out nothing but threaten- 
ing and ſlaughter, and leaves but little room for ſuſpicion, 


that, was it in his power, no true chriſtian, let him be of 


what denomination he will, could expect to fare a-whit 
better than the ſaints and martyrs of Jeſus did in the days 
of Q. Mary, under the cruel tyranny of him who v was Cal- 
ted, by way of eminence, bloody Bonner. 
Indeed this perſecuting ſpirit at preſent appears in diſ- 


dale; it ſhrouds itſelf under that plauſible pretext of zeal for 
 zhe church; whereas, it is to be feared, it is only waiting a 


proper opportunity to diſplay itſelf in a much more public 
manner. However, if we put the moſt favourable con- 
ſtruction upon it that ic will bear, it is ſo far from zeal for 


the church, that, as Paul ſays of himſelf concerning his 


zeal when a Phariſee, it is perſecuting the church.+ Indeed 
the ſame apoſtle ſays, 17 is good for us to be zealoufly affeed 


in @ good thing. . But even then our zcal ſhould be that 


which 1s according to knowledge. 
A blind and furious zeal (let the cauſe be good or bad) 


is ſeldom or ever attended with any good conſequences, e- 


ven to the zealots themſelves; for very often, by making 
ſome egregious blunder or other, they diſcover that which 
afterwarcs they would be glad to have concealed ; T mean 


their own ignorance, 


The author of the Inde ependent Wig has given us a ola- 
ring inſtance of this: At the time (ſays he) when Dr. 
« Fecbeverell was ſuſfcring the law for edition, I aſked 
one of his mob, who was ſtragling at ſome diftance 
«© from the reſt, in Lincolzs-Tnn-Fields, (as they were pro- 


« ceeding to demolſh Daniel Burgeſs's Meeting-Houle) 


«© what provoked him to ſo much outrage againſt Daniel 


and his congregation ? He anſwered, Becauſe they had 


„ murdered K. Charles I. I then aſked liiew what he knew 
concerning K. Charles I.? Why, quoth he, he was one 


81 of the twelve apoſtles, and Dr. Sacheverell is the beſt 
« friend 


x Pc Ixxxiit, 1-4. + Phil. 1. 65. Gal. ir. 18. 
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& friend he has in the world. Here (adds this author) 
<* he ſwore a great oath, and left me to pity the ignorance 
“ and phrenzy of the inchanted. crowd.“ | 
And how often the Doctor has diſcovered his ignorance 
as to the nature of a church ſtate, and when it may be 


ſaid to be in danger, I leave the judicious reader of his 


amphlet to determine, 

Perhaps I may be charged by ſome with behaving in 
much too indecent a manner to one in ſo high a ſtation as 
that of a prieſt of the church of England. But that is a 
matter of no concern at all with me; for.I think it my 
duty to oppoſe the oppoſers of Chriſt and his goſpel, in 
whatever ſtation I may find them; and, I think, I may be 
bold to ſay, I have treated him with all the vencration 
that is due to his pertormance. Indeed I ſhould have treat- 
ed him in a much more ſerious way, had I had the leaſt 
apprehenſion he would have underſtood me; but at pre- 


ſent J can form no idea of that, and therefore apprehend 


as a good ſoldier of Feſus Chriſt.* 
one; and it is a glorious captain you are enliſted under, 
who will fight your battles for you, and lead you forth to 


3 DO 


face. 


my labour would have been as much in vain, as it is to 
read a lecture in divinity to an aſſembly of jack-daws. 


But a word to the ſerious chriſtian, and I quit the pre- 
Let not the many ſeeming difficulties, which lie in 
the way of your chriſtian courſe, be any diſcouragement 
unto you. Your life is no other than a warfare; and ene- 
mies you mult expect to meet with both from within and 
from without: Nevertheleſs thou 7herefore endure þardneſs, 
Your caule 1s a glorious 


conqueſt ; who will baffle all the deſigns of earth and Hell, 
which may combine againſt you ; and at laſt bring you 
off more than a conqueror, through himſelf who hath lo- 


ved you. 


gh many tribulations the believer muſt enter 


It is throug 


| the kingdom. He muſt paſs through evil report and good 
report. Nor ſhould it appear a {ſtrange thing unto you, 


that you are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake ; for, if any 
nan will live godly in Chriſt Feſus, he muſt ſuffer perſecution. 
But O the condeſcending grace of our dear Immanuel! who 

= | | never 
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never leaves his children without ſome precious word of 
encouragement in ſuch diſtreſſing circumſtances ; for he 
has ſaid, Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and perſe- 
cute you, and ſay ail manner of evil againſt you faiſly for my © 
ſake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your re- 1 


TY 


ward in heaven: for ſo perſecuted ihey the prophets which were 
before you.“ It is enough for the diſciple that he be as his ma- 
feer, and the ſervant as his Lord.” 

Remember, believer, that this 15 not your reſt; it is 
polluted. But there is a reſt remains for the people of - | 
God. He has reſerved the beſt things till laſt; and will, 
after you have ſuffered awhile, put you into the full poſeſ- } 
ſion of all thoſe joys which are at his right hand; where 
the ſun ſhall not ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night; where the glorious Lord will be a place of broad | 
rivers and ſtreams; where the Lamb ſhall lead to foun- _ of 
tains'of living waters, and God ſhall "ps away all tears 1 

* 


from your 2 


Look up, my al, pant tow'rd th' eternal hills: 3 
Thoſe heavens are fairer than they ſeem: 
There pleaſure all ſerene glides on the chriſtal rills, 
There not a dreg of guilt defiles, 
Nor grief diſturbs the ſtream. 
That Canaan knows no noxious thing, 
No curs'd ſoil, no tainted ſpring, 


Nor roſes grow on thorns, nor honey wears a ſting. 


Matt. v. 11, 12. I Matt. x. 252 
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Reverend Sir, (if J may uſe that expreſſion) 
Mu S you have been very free of late in diſperſing 


X your virulence and malignity againſt the peo- 
ple called Merhodifts, and as one of your ama- 
zing pamphlets$ hath of late come into my 
| hands, I have given myſelf the trouble to 
make ſome few remarks thereon ; though I aſſure you, 
| fir, I am not very willing to rake in the filth thereof. 
Your perſon I am a ſtranger to, nor can I have the leaft 
enmity thereto ; *tis your late performance, and the ſpirit 
_ actuating you, that I now ſet about attacking ; and to the 
ſame I ſhall pay as little complaiſance as you have to the 
| body of theſe Merbodifts: And herein I doubt not but that, 
if modeſty and Dr. 1 — had not long ago ſhook hands 
and taken leave of each other, I ſhall be inſtrumental in 
tinging your cheeks with a more than blooming red. 
i er to your perſon, Doctor, as 
your performance fully declares you to be (excuſe me, I 
mean to be free) to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and the way of 
However, I am informed you 
are a man of learning, and I will anſwer for it you are a 
man of ſpirit; the whole of your performance leaves that 
without diſpute : And as you pretend to know the ſpirits, 
and underſtand the nature of trying them, “permit me 
here to whiſper a word that may be wor 
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. you 


J am as much a ſtran 


lite and ſalvation by him. 


th remem- 
bring i” 


8 Rules for the diſcovery of falſe prophets, Sc. 
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e bring :** Try your own ſpirit, and ſee what it is; for 

at preſent, I apprehend, you knew not what manner of ſpirit | of 
ve are of. But, left you ſhouid not think this piece of £ 
advice worth remembring, in its proper place, fir, I will 

try it, and your doctrines too; nor ſhall I be any more diſ- fh. 
mayed at the brandiſhment of the quill of one in (what re 
you call) holy orders in the church of Eugland, let him be 
H. A. M. A. D. D. S. T. P. or whom he will, than I 
ſhould of a capuchin friar in the convents of France. 

It is not improbable but by this time you may be im- 
patient to know what profeſſion this impudent friend, this 
eoxcomb, this blockbead'j; is of; and therefore to undeceive 
you, fir, as you would do the worſhipful company of 
Salters, IJ am one, who, * ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, 
© am not of the firſt order, but rather what you may call 
« metheaiſtical than Mieibediſt; B“ and had you not at- 
tempted to caſt {as you ſuppoſed} an odium upon the Di/- 
fenters, by including them among the number of Metho- 
diſts, perhaps I had not been troubled with writing, nor 
you with reading this performance. However, as I love 
the image of Chriſt, wherever or on whomſoever I ſee it 
inſtampt; ſo 1 take this opportunity to tell you, that I 
have a great veneration for your deſpiſed Meibodiſts, and 
believe many ot them ere true believers on our Lord Jefus _ 
Chriſt, and ſhall be ſaved in him with an everlaſting ſal- \ 
vation: nor can Dr. F—, by ail his arguments or inſi- 
nuations ever move me from the good opinion I have f 
them. | ou» | | 

Thus, ſir, having told you who I am, and the opinion 
I have of the Meth, I ſhall now begin to enter the 
liſts with you; and, if you are not much upon your 
guard, pertaps I may with the ſword of the Spirith give 
you now and then a very diſagreeable puth. Indeed I am 
airaid that I am no mere capable of piercing you through 
the heart, than 1 am of thrutting a candle through a mill 
ſtone ; for at ſeems to me to be proof not only againſt 
the word, but even (was it poſſible) againſt God himſelf. 


Had 


* Dcdication, page 3. t Luke ix. 55. 
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Had I not made myſelf acquainted with the title-page 
of your book, I ſhould immediately (on the peruſal of 
ſome few pages) have thought it an old performance of 
that great champion for the church Dr. Sachevere!, of 
ſhould have apprehended it came from ſome of the reve- 
rend doctors of the Sorbonne in France, well knowing that 
whatever the author may pretend to a knowledge ot, he is 
utterly ignorant of the method of grace and ſalvation, an 
open enemy to, and a furious perſecutor of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, his adherents and followers. But here, fir, you 
muſt, in order to keep your patience, keep in your mind, 
that it is not your perion, but your performance and the 
ſpirit thereof I now ſo freely handle. | 


32 I have already given you to underſtand that I cannot 1 

: | | 1 
ul call myſelf a member of the church of Eugland. And be- ' 
t- fore I proceed any farther into the contents of your per- 


/- formance, give me leave to aſk you this one queſtion : 
- What is the difference between the church of England, 
Or and a church of Chriſt ? I ſuſpect, Doctor, and have 
'e || grounds for my ſuſpicion, that you know no difference at j 
It all; and therefore ſhall give myſelf the trouble to inform | 
I you, and that only in one inſtance among the many thar | 
id might be producectc. 2 


iS As the church of Eugland is a national church: All 

1- , who are born here are acknowledged members of it, he- 

1- | ther good or bad. The true weak chriſtian, (for I muſt 
ſuppoſe there are ſome of this caſt among you, though 


perhaps againſt your conſent ) the Phariſaical hypocrite, 
the more refined moraliſt, the openly prophane, as whore- 
mongers, adulterers, fornicators, ſwearers, liars, proud, 
ur boaſters, blaſphemers, covetous, haters of God, and not 
ve a ſmall number of downright infidels. And don't you 
Mm think this is a glorious church, fir? I own it is a general a/- 
zh fembly; but that it is the church of the firjt-vorn, whoſe names 
- are Toritten in heaven, lies upon you to prove, and I think 
{t your impudent friend may ſay, he apprehends you will not 
have quite aſſurance enough to attempt it; and this is you 

| taat cannot be unequally yoked together with unbelievers, 
| 2 ** becaule 


r 


4 
* becauſe the holy ſcriptures forbid that you ſhoyld ! 4 
Fie! Doctor, fie! Bur to proceed, | | 


A true church of Chriſt is not, cannot be national; for 


_ Chriſt's church is a ſpiritual and wholly a ſpiritual church, 


his kingdom is not of this world; a church of Chriſt is 


congregational. We read of the church of Galatia, the ſe- 
ven churches in Aa, &c. and to this agrees your 19th ar- 
ticle of the church of England, which makes directly againſt 
herſelf, © A viſible church is a congregation of faithful 


* men.” So ſays your humble ſervant, your coxcomb, your 


Blockhead, or what elſe you pleaſe to call him, it conſiſts f 


true believers, who, as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiri- 
tual houſe. || But not ſuch believers as Dr. F— and his fol- 
lowers, whoſe faith is only a rational aſſent to the hiſtory 


of Jeius Chriſt, as recorded in the holy goſpel, always 


attended with a ſuitable practice.” But more of this 


by-and-by. 


Now 1s not this one particular (to mention no more) 


ſufficient to make it obvious to every diſcerning and can- 
did enquirer, that there is a material difference between 
the church of England as it now ſtands, and a church of 
Chriſt? Aniwer me this, fir. 5 | 
I would not have you think, by my ſpeaking thus, that 
I am apprehenſive there are no good miniſters in the 
church of England; for I really believe there are, who are 
mate partakers of the grace of God, (O canting enthu- 
 Haſtic phraſe!) preach Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, have 
a flaming zeal for the glory of God, and an ardent love 
to, and hearty concern for the welfare of precious and im- 
mortal ſouls; but will this anſwer to the ipirit and charac- 
ter of the . Vicar of E- (i, Thar ſday-Le&turer of Si. 
„ M--y-b-!}, and Lecturer of N-w--g--u in S, in my 


cpinion would be equally as abſurd as to fay there is no 
ſun in the firmament, when it is in its meridian. But to 


rerurn. | | | 
You may remember I teld you before, I had entered 
the liſts with you, and gave you a word of advice to 
_ qd S bs 

I Dedication rage 5. {| 1 Pet. ii. v. 
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Ze upon your guard, which J here repeat, as F am now about 


to attack you in form. And, 5 | 

Firſt of all, Doctor, a few remarks upon your Dedica- 
cation, or rather your lamentation: And, to pals over 
the fawning language to his Grace the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, you begin to tell him a Canterbury ſtory of 
that, which, in all probability, he knew before, though ne- 
ver apprehended things in ſuch a light as our eagle- ey'd 


Lecturer of Nh]. -- does. The ſum and ſubſtance of 


the real truth of which is : That there are a ſet of people, 
which you call Methodiſts, who preach up Jeſus Chriſt and 


{ him crucified as the only way of life and ſalvation, and 
therefore have conſiderably more followers than Dr, 4 — 


and many others: I ſay, this is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
the real fact. By what authority then, do you repreſent 


this matter in ſuch a language as this: And pathetical- 


ly to lay before your Grace the conduct and diſpoſition 
« of an enemy, which, through the negligence of ſome 


„ perſons, who ſhould have been more upon their guard, 


% have, by ſecret advances, ſo far ſtolen upon the com- 
* mon people, as to ſeduce many of all denominations 
4 from their proper paſtors; and, aided by this mixt mul- 


<« titude, to threaten the church of England, the bulwark 
c of the proteſtant cauie, with a general alteration or to- 


ce tal ſubverſion. * 


— 


By your expreſſions here, any one would be naturally 


led to think you belonged to a ſcouting party, whoſe bu- 


ſineſs it is to reconnoitre and take dilpoſitions. Your 
charges againſt them are very heavy: They threaten 
the church of England with a general alteration or total 
<« ſubverſion.” Now, Doctor, ſuppoſe I was to put it 
home to your conſcience, whether this is “ not a wiltul at- 
„ tempt to deceive the public, which you know is, in the 


«© phraſe of the Engliſb tranſlation of ſcripture, a lie? ** 
What would you dare to anſwer ? It is evident there are no 
ſuch warriors among the Methodiſts as you would make 


them out to be; they are perſons of quiet and peaceable 
diſpoſitions ; but when they are for peace, you are for 


war. 
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war. I ſuppoſe by-and-by we ſhall have a formal indict- : ar 


ment drawn up againſt them, with this Clauſe inſerted, | W. 
„With force and arms in the pariſh aforeſaid.” _ be 
ut a word with you here, Levite, I Are you ſure they | AP 
are enemies to the church of England? Be wary now in _ 


| your anſwer ; for, I affure you, it will be a dangerous 6 
| thing for you to give it in the affirmative; and I will give th 


you the reaſon Why: En | te 

A great number of theſe people were once (like as I W. 
fear you and too many of your followers are) enemies in W. 
their minds to God by wicked works; but now their en- II 
mity is flain, and they are reconciled to God by the death * of 

of his ſon]; and, being in Chriſt, they are mew creatures; in 
old things are paſſed away, and all things are become new.F ol 
They now love that God whom before they hated, and 5 
againſt whom their carnal minds were even enmity itſelf. T tc 
And, 3 | „„ | ye 
Second'y, As they love God and Chriſt, fo they love all p 
that appertains unto him; they love his ways which are ſu 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are paths of peace unto th 
them.“ They love his worſhip and ordinances, and efteem Ei. 
his precepts concerning all things to be right, and hate . 
every falſe way. His word is ſweet and precious to See 


them i they love it more than their neceſſary food; they 
find it and eat it, and experience it to be ſweeter than ho- 
rey to their taſte. dC And then, | 


yu OR ED" 


} T think you cannot well rake it amiſs that J make uſe of this epithet, 
as it is done to diſtinguiſh you from an Ent]. LS 


El. i. 21. $ 2 Dh. 0 19 + 1 Pet. i. 8. | 
* Prov. iii. 17. Tt Pſ. cxix. 104. In PL. cxix. 103. ſay 
$5 If I don't put in a word here, Doctor, I am afraid you will think I | 66 
mean, they tear the leaves out of their Bibles, chew them in 4 


mouths, and ſwallow them down their throats, as you may do the wing 5 
of a fat capon, or a ſlice of a good tythe pig now and then. But 
T will tell you what I mean by this expreſſion: They have a guſt and 
reli for the ſcriptures, and find the doctrines contained therein to be 
food for their fouls, | 

| + Fly. 
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are their companions, and are the excellent in the earth, in 


whom is all their delight. ] They profeſs themſelves to 
be dead to the world, but alive unto God; to be pilgrims 
and ſtrangers here below, and as ſuch are therefore ſecł- 
ing a city which has foundations, whoſe builder and maker is 
God. And, however they may be toſſed about while 
they are in this pilgrimage ſtate, or however they may be 
terrified and affrighted, harraſſed or diſtreſſed, by lions, 

gons, or the wild boar of the foreſt, 
while paſſing through this wilderneſs, they ſhall at laſt ar- 
rive ſafe at their father's houſe, where there are manſions 


of glory prepared for them, and where they ſhall enjoy un- 
, Interrupted communion with God, Father, Son, and Spt- 


rit, throughout the endleſs ages of a boundleſs eternity. 
I ſuppole you will allow that every religious man ought 


to love God; (and I hope you inculcate this doctrine on 


your hearers) and if he loves God, truly and properly 
| ſpeaking, then no doubt but he loves the ſcriptures ; and 


ſurely then all good men muſt love one another, becauſe 
the ſcripture declares, Fa man ſays he loves God and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God whom he hath not 


ſeen 2* 


Now Doctor, if all good men love God, love the ſcrip- 


| tures, and love one another, and the Me:hodifts do this, 


and yet are enemies to the church of England, we mult be 


naturally led to ſuppoſe, that there is ſomething in the 
church of England that is oppoſed unto Chriſt ; and you 
know, Doctor, that all that is oppoled unto Chriſt, comes 


under the denomination of Antichriſt ; I fay, conſider this 

before you give me an anſwer ; for God forbid there 
ſhould be any thing of this kind found in what you call 
the church of England. But to paſs on: 


| You further complain to his grace the Archbiſhop and 
ſay, „To ſuch a pitch of infolence are they (meaning 
the Methodiſts) grown, that your clergy are often inter- 


rupted by theſe Euibuſiaſis as they pais the ſtreets, and 


told to their faces, by the loweſt and mot ignorant 
| | © wretches 


F.. xvi. 3. f Feb. xi. 123. + Heb. xi. 10. © 1 John iv. 20. 


| [8] 
« vretches, that they know nothing of the true goſpel. po 
Abominable indeed! But pray, Doctor, in what man- 


ner do they interrupt you? Do they make any attempts 


to ſtop you on the highway? If ſo, prefer your bill of in- 
dictment againſt them, and let them have a fair trial in o- 


pen court. I ſuppoſe they hardly interrupt you in your ' 


religious ſtudies, for very few of you chuſe to ſtudy at all, 


much leſs as you go along the ſtreets; without it 1s that 


which the wicked are ſaid to ſtudy upon their beds, &c. 
Well, but they are not only interrupted, but << told to 
their faces, by the loweſt and moſt ignorant wretches, 
that they know nothing of the true goſpel. + ” But 
pray, Doctor, who told you they were ſuch ignorant 


wretches? What, I ſuppoſe, becauſe they do not "under. 


ſtand Latin, Greek and Hebrew, nor have more learning 
in their heads than grace in their hearts, they muſt be 
branded with this character of moſt ignorant. 

The high prieſt Caiphas, Fohn and Alexander, who were 


gathered together at Jeruſalem, when they heard Peter and 


John, marvelled at their boldneſs, perceiving that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men; but then they had a 
further ſpirit of diſcerning than our eagle-eyed D. D. for 
theſe could take knowledge that they had been with Je- 
fus.* And I tell you, Doctor, that theſe moſt ignorant 
wretches you ſpeak of, if they had not had ſome little ac- 
quaintance in a ſpiritual way with this ſame Jeſus, they 
would never talk to you after ſuch a manner, provided 
your aſſertion be true; but as yet we have only your bare 
word for it. 

But what you ſeem to be moſt angry 18, char this 
ſhould be © told you to your faces.” You know, Doc- 
tor, the wiſe man ſays, Open rebuke 15 better than ſecret 


love; ;+ and if fo, ſurely it muſt exceed backbiting. Paul 


withſtood Peter to the face, becauſe he was to be blamed.F. 
And you alſo ſay, he bids * Ju, to rebuke the Cretians 
__— For. why ! why your excellent tranſlation of the 


et Dedication page 2. * AQs iv. 13. 
+ Prov, xxvii. 5. „„ 1, 


G1 cel F 


4 ” 
Greek poet informs us, it was becauſe they were © eternal 
<« ]jars and dull beaſts. Suppoſing then that I (or any 


« one elſe) may obſerve the ſame conduct towards the 


« {ame ſort of people.g* Why angry, Doctor ?. 

But I had almoſt overlooked the ſubſtance of the charge 
which is this: Theſe perſons tell the clergy “ that they 
« know nothing of the true goſpel.*” A ſad ſtory indeed 
to publiſh in Gazh, or tell in the ſtreets of Afeelon ! that 
our ſpiritual guides (or at leaſt many of them) know no- 
thing of the true goſpel. And who can prove that they 
tell lies, Doctor? But I forbear, I will huſh it up for the 


© Preſent, and acknowledge with you, that the truth is not 
to be ſpoke at all times. | ES | 


Now again, you ſeem woefully to lament it to his 
Grace, that the purſes of the great are at the command 


of the Methodiſts, fo that © they want no advantages that 


„ may be worth your remembring, 
Whatever advantages any other may have received in this 
Way, I have received none; but am entirely independent 
of every thing of this nature: And you fee, Doctor, 1 
love to imitate that which is praiſe-worthy in any one: 
I do not give them away gratis, but, like you, have print- 


„ money can give them for printing and diſtributing gra- 
6 tis their lying, Plaſpbemous, and deluſive pamphlets to the 
« remoteſt corners of the land, while many of the labo- 


e rious honeſt clergy, &c. &c. not having a common ſub- 
„ ſiſtence, can have no ſuperfluity to expend in public 


< ſervice, and therefore can by no means ſupport, at their 
* own coſt, the expence of apologies and defences from 


the preſs. ” 


Permit me once more * to whiſper a word here that 
Which is this: 


ed at the bottom of the Title- page price ſix-pence. 
B But 


ll See note on the bottom of preface page 3. 5 preface page 5. 
+ Theſe are your own words, and I think more agreeable to my purpoſe 


here, than to the purpoſe you have uſed them. 
Here, great fir, is the picture: An ignorant wretch or fellow met Dr. 


3 F in the ſtreet, and told him, he knew nothing of the true goſpel; 
upon which the Doctor runs away and complaining and crying to the Arch- 
diſhop of Canterbury, and tells him this caſe. ET 


1 Dedication page 2, 
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But why ſhould tlie pamphlets of the Methodiſts be cal- 
led by you Hing, :9/pnemcas, and deliſive ones? Why do 
not you prove it, fir? And, let me tell you, there is but 
one way ſo to do, and that 1s, by bringing them to the 
touchſtone of the ſcriptures,” the true meaning of which 
you no more underſtand, (pardon the ſimile, it is juſt tho? 
coarſe) than a monkey does to tune a harpſicord; f ſo that 
if theſe pamphlets really are as you would repreſent chem, 
che Methodijis are under no apprehenſions of * fre om 
your proving it by the word of God. 

But methinks I cannot help taking notice of the parti- 
cular epichet given to the clergy; you lay, while many 
of the [abortions honeſt clergy, &c. God forbid there 
ſhould not be ſome borreft among you. I really believe 
there are, who are /aborigus and honeſt in the beſt ſenſe of 
the words; and I eſteem them very highly for their 
work's fake. But then to affirm that they are all ſo, would 
be egregious folly. Indeed it muſt be acknowledged, that 
the other part are extreamly labortous; but then it is in 
following the woy of Balaam the fon of Boſor, who loved the 
cc of unrighteonuſefs,li dangling at the heels of ſome great 
men for eccleſiaſtical preferment,$ pluralities of livings, 
Fc. (where are you, Doctor ?) but tO be laborious in this 
ſenſe, and honeſt too, I profeſs I do not underſtand it; 


6 E wehe no doubt call one another honeſt as "ih . 
6 quently and as habitually as other men do; whereas 


„their honeſty is only a wicked fidelity to a neſt and 


confederacy of rogues, and they ate only honeſt to their 
« fellow thieves. But true honeſty is the ſame to all men, 


« 5nd to all men alike;*” 


And here I apprchend none of the truly n be oneſt © 
clergy will be offended, fince © the fair tex do not think 


£0  theraſclves ill uled when a bawd is tied to a cart, or a 


6 nymph : 


+ But pray don't tell the biſhop what I ſay. 


t 1 Theſi v. 13. 2 Pet. ii. 15. 


ces in the Wontrx, and yet are curates at London ? 


a 


Independent Whig, Dedication page 39. 
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. nymph beats hemp. The eleven apoſtles loft no credit 
e hen Judas hanged himſelf.” — 

If any of the real honeſt clergy 7 are in ſuch neceſſitous cir- 
cumſtances as not to have a common ſubſiſtence, I am 
heartily ſorry for it, and I wiſh a remedy could be found 
out for their more effectual ſupport. Suppoſe, Doctor, as 
you have three ſpiritual, or, I ſhould rather ſay, ecclefiaſti- 
cal benefices, you was to part with one to ſome ſuch poor 
honeſt friend of yours; but no, two words to that bar. 

ain. 
5 Again; you complain to his Grace, that “the leaders 
<« of theſe people thew by their practices, recorded in 


their own writings, that they care no more for the or- 


dination of our bi hops, than for the prayers and ſer- 
* mons of the prieſts. . 

What veneration they may have for the ordination of 
your biſh6ps, I will not pretend to determine; but it 
would have been much better had you quoted thoſe wri- 


tings. However, as we mult touch upon 6 dinotion here, 


take the following quotation. 
. phyſician does not receive from the college an 
<« ability to practice, but only a declaration that he alrea- 


dy has it: Such a declaration are holy orders. They 
„ convey nothing, neither righteouſneis, nor Cans 


nor wiſdom. They are only a diploma, or priviledg 
to exerciſe a certain calling during good be barg ; 
« any farther than this, what ſignifies the hand of a 


« biſhop laid upon the head of a ſtripling, who ſcelts pro- 


„* motion or a livelihood ? If that hand put any thing into 
& that head, I would aſk what it is, and how it does ap- 

« pear? What alteration is to be found in the perlon, Or 
* endowments, or ſpirit of the party ordained ? Flow 


does it appear that he has any moral lufficiency which he 


% had not before? or any {piritzal gitt beſides that which 
< he carries home in his pocket, and which was cenſerred 
by the b;/bop's ſerretary for a fee? Can there be any new 
© ability without ſome marks ot it? or is there an alteru- 
tion without a change? It is an unconceivable myttery 

BY to 


F Fe n, page 3 
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<« to me, that the ſame man ſhould be another man ! I have 


* known many a man's pride fwell, and his morals decay, | 
<< after orders, but very ſeldom his manners or his capacity | 


« enriched by them. ' But to return: 
As to their regard for the prayers and ſermons of the 
prieſts, I believe they give them all the veneration that's 


due to their merit; and if you can prove that they do not 
regard them at all, then it really looks as if they were not 
worth regarding; for I aſſure you, Doctor, ſome of theſe per- 


ſons, you call Methodiſts, are perſons of judgment; and, 


to give you my opinion, I do not fee how they can have 
any great regard for either. For, 


Firſt, as to your prayers, who can have any great liking 
to them, when they behold the manner in which they are 
uſed, and alſo that they are daily ſhut out of the courts of 
heaven, and come not up with acceptance before the 


Moſt High? But leſt you ſhould give me the ie, (for 1 


know you are fond of ſcripture phraſes) I ſhall prove my 


Ftrton, Doctor. 


Now for inſtance, you pray every Lord's day at leaſt, | 
+4 {ometimes on Wedneſdays and Fridays, (though I fear 4 


never in your ſtudies : remember, it is only here my own 


_ apprehenſion) thus: a Almighty and everlaſting God, 4 


e who alone workeſt great marvels, ſend down upon our 


„ biſhops and curates, and all congregations committed 


„eto their charge, the healthful ſpirit of thy grace, 
Sc. But alas! doth it not appear too evident that 


the greateſt part, both of curates and congregations, are 


deſtitute of it? They know not what it means; and where 
the Moſt High is pleaſed, of his own good pleaſure, to 
beſtow this grace on any of you, it appears ſuch a mar- 


vellous thing to the others, that they are charged by them 


Sc. 


% good Lord deliver us, T' when there are very few but 


what prophecy lies in the name of the Lord, and are k 


talle to the very doctrines they tubſcrived t to maintain, 
Again, 


Independent Whig, page 68. Prayer for the clergy and people. 


+ Linn, 1 Jer. xxiii, 25, 26, 


with being Euch. 2 poſſeſſed with a diabolical Phrenzy, 
Again, „From all falſe doctrine, hereſy and ſchiſm, : be 


[23] 


Again, From all blindneſs of heart, from pride, vain⸗ 


LE glory and hypocriſy ; from envy, hatred and malice, 
and all uncharitableneſs, good Lord deliver us, “' when 


at the ſame time moſt of you continue as blind to ſpiritual 


things as at the firſt moment you were born; pride and 
7 vain-glory are at the right-hand of many of the teachers 
"themſelves; and ſhould you aſk me where envy, hatred 
and malice is to be found: I muſt refer you to your ex- 
cellent performance. BE 
But again, ſecondly, as for your ſermons, what are they 


but meer traſh? You are continually ſounding in the ears of 


your hearers your metaphyſical ſtuff, the dignity of human 
nature, moral rectitude, moral fitneſs, comparative merit, 
Sc. in direct oppoſition to the whole ſcheme of the goſpel, 


which is calculated by Infinite Wiſdom to lay the creature in 


| the duſt of ſelf- abhorrence, and exalt the riches of God's free 


grace and mercy in Chriſt ; and a glorious ſcheme it is! 


And can any truly enlightened perſon then have any great 
veneration for theſe ſermons of yours? Beſides, when the 


eople hear one of theſe diſcourſes read from the pulpit, 


they cannot, with any degree of confidence, aſſert it to be 


the produce of the labour of their ſpiritual guide; for do 


not many of you underſtand the art of flching? ſome in- 


deed are more open in their procedures; for I remember 
to have heard a ſtory, not long ſince, of a clergyman who 
came into the ſhop of a bookſeller that lived near him; 
but, contrary to his expectations, the bookſeller had got a 
t iend with him : The don, a little chagrined at this, the 


Fiſh you would be ſo kind as to ſend me a little powder 
and ſhot, ſaying, you know where I live; then went his 
way. Soon after, the bookſeller ſays to his friend, Do 


vou know what that gentleman wanted? Yes ſir, replied 
he, he ſaid he wanted powder and fot ; but I did not know 
before this that you ſold it. Powder and ſpot, friend, (ſays 
| he) he wants a ſermon to preach to-morrow ; and I muſt 
| book out one and ſend directly. : 


Here, Doctor, you are to remember, that as I profeſs 
yſelf not to be a member of a national but of a congre- 
| | gational 


ll Li tany. 


etter to cover his deſign, ſays to the bookſeller, Sir, 1 


. oem — 


[ 


gational church, ſo I muſt declare my Sfpprobation of © 
written ſermons being delivered from the pulpit to an au- 
dience. They in general do more hurt than good. 
The writer ſtudies for words to pleaſe the fancy, and 


„ our picture- hops, in much pomp, exhibit, with this por- | 


e yeral reverend preachers of the goſpel, as they are ſti- 
led, who never appeared before your Grace when 6/hop ſinu 


| know © the ſcripture declares, (Gal. iv. 18.) that it is 


but theſe very picture ſhops would exhibit the effi- 


[14] 


often thereby deludes the judgment. It is very true ple 
that ſome, whom you call modern Enthuſiaſts, (and Who of 


notwithſtanding are men taught of God, though not in not 


this particular) are guilty of the like practice. But how Hay 


much more maſterly and truly inſtructing would their ſer- tur 
mons be, if, void of needleſs art, theſe preachers truſted | 
themſelves to God alone for a ſupply ? But, ſir, like other | 
ſpiritual things, this is mere folly and nonſenſe to you. 
It is not long ſince I ſaw a parcel of manuſcript ſermons 
advertiſed in the Public Advertiſer to be had at a bookſeller's Gr: 


in Midale-Row, Holborn, ſaid tg have been the property of wo' 
an eminent c/ergymen deceated, warranted genuine; pick 


and chuſe, a guinea per dozen. And I do not know how mo 
many guineas the Lecturer of N-w--g--n, or any other of 
clergyman laid out there in ſuch genuine commodities. 60 
But again, another thing you ſcem much diſpleaſed at; « 
and of which you make your r complaint to his Grace, is, That 1 
2cc t 
t 

J 


0 traits of Mr. V ęeſey and Mr. M hitefield, the effigies of ſe- 


I of Oxford; and = as light oy your e in 3 ; — 


© of al! England * 
But why do you leave off naming them at Mr. bite. 
feld? Go on, Doctor, what are you aſhamed of? you! 


our duty to be zealouſly affected in a good thing. P 115 
There is the effigy of Mr. Jones, and, if I am not miſta- es 
ken, Mr. Romaine, and allo of Mr. Adams; and no doubt | 1 


gy of Dr. Free too, provided it was offered them; for! 
they have no regard to the pictures themſelves ; it 1s the 
fame to them to ſell the picture of the devil, as that of 
reverend preacher of the goſpel. Would the picture: ſellet 


Dedication, page 3. + Preface, page 4. 
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u- be blame-worthy, if he was to exhibit the picture of your 
od. | perſon ? 
ind ' But, Doctor, how do you know that any of theſe peo- 
rue ple ſet light by the authority of his Grace the archbiſhoj 
ho of Canterbury? Did they themſelves ever tell you fo? If 
in not, by what authority do you aſſert it? You know I 
ow have told you before, that the Methodiſis love the ſcrip- 
er- tures, and now I tell you ſo again; and as they love 
ſted them, ſo they alſo make them the rule of their conduct, 
her and therefore render to all their dues, Tribute to whom tri- 
te is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, and 
ons honour to whom Honour. F And, I perſuade myſelf, his 
er's Grace is not inſenſible of this neither, whatever you 
7 of would dare to inſinuate to the contrary. 
nick But again, In order to make theſe people appear the 
o more deſpicable in the eyes of his Grace, and in the eyes 
ther of the world too, you ſay, © In the remote counties of 
« Vnglaud, J have ſeen at one time a whole troop of theſe | 

„ divines on horſeback, travelling with each a ſiſter be- 
„ hind them, who, being near the Lord, (as they choſe 
to phraſe it) opened her mouth upon occaſion to con- 
firm what was ſpoken. * 

By this paragraph it appears to me, that you would in- 
; finuate that ſomething of a criminal correſpendence was 
| held between this troop of divines and their ſiſters. But ſup- 
poſc, Doctor, (as you love to be buſy, and was ſo very 
near them) you had interrogated them as to this matter: 
I perſuade myſelf any one of them could have anſwered 
you without bluſhing ; and perhaps in the words of the a- 
poſtle Paul too, Mine anſwer to them that do examine me is 
+I this : Have we not power to lead about @ ſiſter, a wife, as 
iſta- Well as other apoſtles 2 * | 
oubt I dare not ſay a young Radent at Oxford has not a igh 
effi. to lead about a ſiſter in your ſenſe of the words; neither 

for dare I ſay that Dr. F— never did when he was there. 

s they 1 remember once to have aſked. a ſerious friend of mine, 
* 1 (who had been at Oxford on a particular occaſion) how he 
elle approved 

bg | 
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+ Rom. x11, 7. 
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the place; for the very 22 of glaſs in the public hou- 


* mond.“ And I cannot prove, doctor, that they were 


tion from the church of England. * 


the ſtate is in danger; and how often this is the caſe, ma- 


5 
approved of that part of the country? He anſwered, ce I de 
there ever was ſuch a thing as a hell upon earth, thar $ 8 


ſes exhibit numbers of ſentences of the rankeſt bacody,)" 
« which are engraven thereon with the point of a dia- 


not wrote there by young ſtudents in divinity. 
I think you ſeem to be ſomewhat offended at the word 
Aster. I ſuppoſe you think it is not fit to be uſed in 2 
religious fenſe, and much too puritanical a phraſe for the | | 
mouths of our modern clergy ; and yet I can point out af 3 
certain miniſter ſomewhere about Newington in Surry, who, 
when he is paid his dues, never makes the leaſt ſcruple to De 


call any woman (even though he was to know ſhe had not 


been a common proſtitute) dear fiſter ; * Foraſmuch as it 


<< hath pleaſed Almighty God to take unto himſelf the Lira 


«* foul of our dear ſiſter, Sc. fat 
As to the phraſe of being near tbe Lord, all the moſt re- anc 


fined rhetoric that could poſſibly be made uſe of, would tha 


be of no avail in cauſing you to underſtand the meaning}, the 
of it; for it remains an undeniable truth, that the natural | for 
man receiveth not he things of the ſpirit of God, for they are ver 
fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can he know them, becauſe they thi, 
are ſpiritually diſcerned Ft And as you want this ſpiritual | fed 
diſcetnment, Keinen it would be but loſt labour to at- 
tempt it. 

But again, you tell his Grace * that the kings of Eng- | 
land will never find ſo firm a ſupport from any eſta- 
ce bliſhment as they have experienced ſince the reforma-! 


Now, if I underſtand your meaning here, Doctor, we 4c 
are to look upon the clergy as She pillars of the ſtate; if ſo, 


when the pillars are in a tottering condition, no doubt but 


ny are eye-witneiſes to. There lives a (I was a going to 10 
ſay ſquinting) Zevite, within a hundred miles of my habi- ſin 
tation, - 80 ao, according to your account, we muſt . om: 
. look Sg 

| ma 
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look upon as a pillar of the ſtate) who ſo frequently hap- 


{ were at once to be in ſuch a caſe, our ſtate could not poſ- 
| ſibly ſtand many years longer. And yet you ſay, „I be- 
licve his Majeſty owed the preſervation of his crown 
« and dignity in the late rebellion, next to thoſe who 
Z «© fought at Colloden, as much to the ſteadineſs and activi- 
c ty of the well-affected clergy of the church of Engiand, 
as to any body of men in his dominions.* ” | 
But Doctor, why is this epithet of wel!/-affefed given 
to ſome of the clergy ? © The well- affected clergy.” Who 
is there among you that is not well-affefed to the houſe of 
* Hanover, and the preſent eſtabliſhment ? Point them our, 
Doctor; name them; don't be afraid or aſhamed; are you 
not in God's cauſe ?F In the interim permit me to aſk 
it you, who was that D. D. in holy orders, who, (though 
ever ſo well affected to, yet was extreamly enraged at the 


fatherly indulgence of his preſent Majeſty, in upholding | 


re- and maintaining the act of toleration); I ſay, who was he 
ld}, that ſaid at- do not you remember where, Doctor ? He 
ung", thought the a# of toleration ought to be burnt.j| And yet 
ural forſooth he tells his Grace, „His Majeſty is bound to re- 
ar verence and ſupport the church of &xg/and.F” Though I 
they think it appears but too obvious, that he is not ſo well af- 
tual | fected as to reverence his Majeſty, and fo, I hope, claims 
at- no ſhare of that honour which is due to the well- affected 
clergy of the church of England. | 


Zug- 5 
ta- ſtir up his Grace againſt the people called Methodiſts, by 
ma- laying, Whatever hopes your Grace may conceive of re- 

„ maining unmoleſted in your high ſtation, it is impoſſi- 


8 

we ** ble that we ſhould find peace or ſecurity a day in ours.” 

f ow { | C This 

ut F 3 | | 1 | 
—_ | = * Dedication page 4. + Preface page 4. 

Any perſon ſpeaking againſt diſſenters as tolerated by law, profeſſes 


g to 


imſelf an enemy to the preſent eſtabliſhment, and a deſpiſer of revolution 


abi - principles. And openly declares himſelf wiſer than the King, lords and. 


nuſt Commons were, at that important criſis of ſettling the future government, 
ook ix. at the time of the revolution. The ſenſe of the legiſlature appears in 
the preamble of the act, commonly called, The Teleraliom At. And the 
Words are: “ Foraſmuch as fome caje to ſcrupulous coniciences in the ex- 
* erciſe of religion, may be an cñectual means to ute their Majeſty's 
proteſtant ſubjects in intereſt and aſfection.“ 

| | t Dedication page 6, 


pens to be in a fottering condition, that, if all the pillars 


But again, you would endeavour (was it poſlible) to 


pe — — 
— — — — 


4 
| 
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| L191] | 
This puts me in mind of a ſtory I heard, and which | 
may be depended upon, it is this: A certain mini- ce 
ſter, being called to preach on a very public occaſion, 
had ſo large an auditory, that it was with much ae. 
they were kept quiet and peaceable. However, about the 
9 middle of his ſermon there began to be a ſtir among the 4 
| ms people; when he from the pufpit, with an audible voice, 
called out fence! A perſon in the congregation bearing 
| . this, and not thinking the noite was ſo great as to deſerve 
ſo public a rebuke, cries out, © Why, you are a good for, 
nothing fellow, who meddles with you?“ The appli- j 6 
cation is eaſy. 12 
| No Doctor, a few remarks on your curious definition 
1's of faith. And here the ſubject is of too ſerious a nature to 
bi admit of the leaſt degree of that Sauter, with which almoſt 
Wl every other paragraph in your performance deſerves to be 
| treated; and therefore I ſhall lay that by for the preſent, . o 
0 till there is a neceſſity for me to make uſe of it again. h 
0 You fay, ſpeaking to his Grace, “ Faith with zs is a ra- 4 
0 tional aſſent to the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, as recorded ,j 
| F in the holy goſpel, always attended with a ſuitable 0 
4 practice. 
If I thought myſelf worthy to ſpeak a word here to his 
Grace, it ſhould be this: 5 
My lord, permit me, with the Apes . to fe 
inform you, that it is a matter of wonder and aſtoniſh- | 97 
ment to many true ſerious Chriſtians, how or by what 


« methods this Dr. 7— F— could poſſibly inſinuat. ſe 
c himſelf into the good opinion of thoſe of your ſacre(} 4 
* function, ſo as to prevail with them to put him into hol! jr 
e orders, when ke in ſo public a manner declares, that his u 


fail is no more than a meer hiſtorical one. And, m)) f, 
Lord, permit me allo to tell you, that I raink it is the ' 

e greateſt piece of indignity offered to your perſon, in 

your high ſtation of Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 4 

«Primate and Metropolitan of all Ezgland, that can pol | 

„ fibly be, to include your Grace among the number oi, 

e hiftorical believers; and I doubt not but your Grace will 

«© view it in this light. And, my lord, I would give it 


i 3 page 5. 
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[ 19] 
ec as my humble opinion, that ſuch a perſon ought not to 
be owned as a true ſon of the church; bas rather be 


looked upon as was Simon Magus, who, by falſe pre- 
« tences, deceived the apoſtles, when he was ſtill in the 


is what I would ſay to his Grace, did I think myſelf wor- 
thy to addreſs ſo great a perſonage. 

But now, Doctor, let me tell you, that if your faith, 
and the faith of all the members of the church of England, 


? (whom you ſeem to include by making uſe of the pronoun 


45s) is no other than a rational hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt as re- 
corded in the holy goſpel; and living and dying deftitute 
of that faith which is of the operation of God, & your dam- 
ation is as ſure as though you were this moment lifting 
up your eyes 1n torments, "and, like Dives, crying for a drop 


of water to cool your tongue.“ This faith of yours, in its 
| higheſt actings, doth not arrive to that of the devils ; z for 


they not only believe, not only give their bare aſſent to 


the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, but they alſo tremble. T S0 


that inſtead of having true faith, you reſiſt the truth, and 


| therefore your folly is manifeſs unto all. x 
True faith is produced by the operation of the Spirit 


of - God upon the foul; for ye are ſaved by grace, through 
faith, ſays the apoſtle, and that not of yourſelves, it is the 
, gift of Cod.] And this faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for, and the evidence of things not ſeen.$Y It is not a bare aſ- 


ſent of the mind to any one propoſition, or to the truth of 
divine revelation ; but it is a firm perſuaſion of perſona] 
intereſt in the covenant of grace, perſonal election in and 


faith can ſay, (at leaſt at times) He loved me and gave him- 
' ſelf for me.. My Lord and my God.** This is my beloved, 
and this is my friend. ft. For I am perſuaded that neither 


Su,, Alcatb, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor Powers, nor 


wy 
5 


things preſent, nor things to come, fhall ever ſeparate me from 
the love of God which is in Chrift Feſus my Lord. T 
1 e And 


+ James 11. 19. 
6 Heb. xi. 1. 
11 Rom. viii. 38. 


§ Col. ji. 12. * Luke xvi. 24. 
2 Tim. iii. 9. I Eph. ii. 8. 
J Gal. ii. 20. John xx. 28. +4 Cant. v. 16. 


| 10 you mi 
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And this faith ſhews itſelf in ſuitable fruits; the küßte 


of this ſpiritual principle appears conſpicuous even to 


the men of che world themſelves; For the grace of 


God, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared unto all meu, 


TIE Us that, aenying ungodlineſs and worldly Iuſts, we 


Hou, live ſoberly, righteoufly and godly in this preſent evil 


— 


. - 


world. Such have their fruit unto holineſs, and their end 


will be everlaſting life. 
The true belicver, chat has taſted the Lord is gracious, 
never aſks this queſtion, has ſhall I do that I may inherit 


eternal hfe bf but, Lord, what wouldeſt thou have me 10 
do T 1 would be all obedience; I am thine, therefore 


would I glorify thee both with my body and my ſpirit. 
All his acts of obedience flow from a principle of love. 
He fears the Lord, and ſerves him in truth with all his 
heart, under a ſenſe of what great things he hath done for 
him ;3$ and not that he may have any claim to eternal lite 
and ſalvation thereby. And I would hope, doctor, that if 
you had been humble enough to have confeſt your own 
oor ance as to this matter, and had applied to his Grace 

he Archbiſhop, he would have inſtructed you herein, that. 
ight not, in ſuch an open way, have expoſed 


O 
yourſelf to the ridicule or pity Ci {crious chriſtians, by 


Juch a definition of faith as you have given, not knowing 


what you ſay or whereof you affirm. 


And now while ] 2m a little ſerious, permit me to tell | 


you, tllat 1 am Þearuly lorry for you; and ſhould rejoice, 
if it might be the plcajure of the Lord 7ehovah, who is 


the foundation of light and lite, to ſhine in upon your 
1oul, to give you che revclation of himſelf in Chriſt 


open the eyes of your underſtanding, that you may behold 
wondrous. things out of his law; and yet make you an in- 


frumsnt in his hands of turning many from darkneſs to 


light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
"Thus much for the ſerious part of this mance; for 


I find, if I will follow you further, I muſt have recourſe 
to my old methods; and ſo here begins atreſh : 


You izy, „My lord, an honeſt, ſober mind muſt be 
" hocked at theſe internal devices of a new 7eſus and a 


new | 


Tut. it. 11, 12. + Matt. xix. 15. 1 Ads ix. 6, 5 1 Sam. xi. 24. 
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in our highways and hedges, they muſt ſoon be attend- 
of | « ed with fatal conſequences. But what ſhall we ſay, if 
c the Heathen are come into our inheritance, and have 
we „ permiſſion to occupy our very churches ? Would any 


nd «e erect their batteries within their walls? or truſt them 

with the keeping of the citadel ? We cannot, as 
us, „ prieſts of the church of England, ſtand ſtill and behold 
Tit «„ ſuch a piece of treachery as this; we mult apply to our 
16% „ commanders——if your Grace, and my lords the bi- 


E | 


ore „ ſhops, have not power ſufficient to afford us redreſs, — 


rit. „ we mult apply to the parliament.““ 

ve. O rare! ring of bells back ward! The temple! the tem- 
his ple is on fire! the high-prieſt looks agaſt, and the people 
for ſtare! and all cry out, The craft, the craft is in danger !+ 
life — But, to be a little more ſerious, ſuppoſe I was here to 
t if "aſk you a queſtion or two: Is it only a ſober mind that 
wn muſt be ſhocked at theſe infernal devices? Then is Dr. 
ace F— always ſhocked ; Or are there not ſome certain periods 
hat when he is not ſo? 5 5 - | 
led What an abſurd thing it is for you to talk of a new Je- 
by ſus and a new faith. I aſſure you, Doctor, the Methodiſts 


ng know of no ſuch perſon or thing. Their Jeſus is he who 


was from everlaſting, and will continue to everlaſting. 4. 
ell And their faith is the primitive faith; for there is but one 
ce, Lord and one faith. 5 And, if you call theſe ſtrange idols, 
ay does it imply, but that you are unacquainted with 
'the Lord Jeſus, and ignorant concerning the nature of 

to 'Haith? | 2 | 
Id Jour ſeveral interrogations in this paragraph muſt be 
in- anſwered in the negative. But I have ſhewn you before, 
to that the Methodiſts are no enemies to the church of En- 
Fland, and told you what a dangerous thing it would be 
for for you to aſſert it; where then is*that treachery you cannot 
ſtand ſtill to behold ? and what is it you would apply for 
to your commanders? Why ſo out of humour with the 
| Archbiſhop 


9 — 


| * Dedijgation, page 4. + Independent Whig, page 14. 
24% ; Fel $- © $ Eph, iv. 5 


ts }* « new faith, If ſuch wild notions were propagated only 


e earthly power, at war with another, ſuffer the enemy to 


| 


| 122 f 
1 Archbiſhop and his brethren? Or what is it you would q 
1 apply for to parliament? I think, Doctor, it would be 
'a very charitable act, if ſome friend, on your behalf, 
| would ſpeedily apply to the governors of St. Luke's Hoſpi- 5 
34 for Lunatics for the preſervation of the firſt vacant 
place; for it is a queſtion whether his Majeſty, the vary ; 
ment, his Grace the Archbiſhop, or any one elſe, will 
take you to be in your ſenſes. 
17 But again, ſpeaking of his Majeſty, you ſay, It would | 
15 be uſing him extreamly ill not to give him proper in- i 
<« formation, that there are now a ſet of people; ſome of 
12 which officiate in our churches, offering ſuch indignities 
[i to his crown and government, as to make the national 
E religion, which he has fo ſolemnly taken upon him to 
0 defend from thoſs who would do it injuries, no better 
n « than an athc;j3ic2/, immoral, and delufive ſyſtem.* 
Now, Doctor, I think it would be uſing his Majeſty e- 
+ qually as ill, not to give him proper information of the 
| principles of his informer, that ſo he might be the better 
15 able to judge, whechier things are as you would repreſent 
bit them. Suppoſc then I was to acquaint his Majeſty, that 
1 his forme, is one who has taken all thoſe ſolemn oaths J. 
| neceſſary to an admiſſion into the ſacred function of a 
prieſt of the church of Zng/and, and as ſuch has ſubſcribed | b 
to the thirty-nine articles of religion as held forth by the 8 
laid church—and now as flatly contradicts ſome of them 
that he told the biſhop, he was moved by the 0 fe p 
| Ghoſt to take upon him the ſacred office, and now as flat 
18 Iy denies his operations on the fouls of men——that he | 
| once pretended to have true faith in our Lord Jeſus ! *! 
IF Chriſt, and now it appears to be but a meer hiſtorical one; | 
with many other things which might be mentioned. v 
I fay, was his Majeſty properly informed of theſe things, 
| in all probability your information would gain as little 
credit with him, as the old man's oath did with his own BE 
ſon. 1 2 
But now laſt of all, (and I am glad I am almoſt done, 5 for 
for it is a dirty jobb) you ſay to his Grace, © Theſe are our m 
complaints, my lord, and this our ſituation in perils from . 
” without 
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without; but now immediately, as we conceive in perils 

ES from within among falſe brethren, from whom, for the 

i be | « ſecurity of our flocks committed to our charge, for the 
«© honour, welfare and preſervation of this church and 


5 | « kingdom, we deſire an entire and ſpeedy ſeparation.” 
cant Here I would aſk you one queſtion, and that is this : 
rlia- What do you mean by the ſecurity of your flocks ?* do you 
will mean the ſecurity of their ſouls, their perſons, or their 
= purſes? As to the ſecurity of the firſt, I am of opinion, it 
ould gives you little or no concern at all; and if you are but 


: cunning enough to ſecure the ſecond, depend upon it you 


e of are jure of the laſt. But, Doctor, let me tell you, that if 
itics any of Chriſt's ſheep are in your hands, though you may 
onal Keep ever ſuch a ſharp locbout, depend upon it, you will 
n to ſoon looſe them; for as ſoon as they once hear the voice 
etter of Chriſt, they will diſtinguiſh it from that of a ſtranger; 
and then adieu to Dr. F—, for a ftranger they will not 
y e- follow. Peg | | - | 
e But, in order the more ſafely to keep thoſe you have 
etter got, you would remove out of the way of the Methodiſts 3 
nt and therefore you defire an entire and ſpeedy ſeparation. 


that, What are you more righteous than they? do you think 
ths | yourſelf to be ſo? If you do, remember what the eternal 
God ſays concerning ſuch ſort of perſons which ſay, Stand 
bed by thyſelf; come not near to me, for I am holier than 
„the thou, 7heſe are a ſmoke in my noſe, a fire that burneth all the 
hem day. T But another queſtion here, Doctor, who are thoſe 
Toly(, Perſons, or what is their deſcriptive character who would 


flat ſeparate themſelves from good and holy men? and yet 


be would be thought to be of the number of thoſe who ſhew 


Jeſus | unto men the way of ſalvation ? Permit me to point it out 


5 


to you as in the ſcriptures of truth: They are ſuch then 


= I who ſpeak evil of the things they know not; who run 
ing, greedily 
little fg 11 a : | 
own | .. wiſh the doctor, when he favours the public next, will tell them. 


7 when he was laſt at E-/-C-4-r in Somerſerſpire - how long he Raid there 
lone, for one whole year received from that place, with the doctor's anfivers 
e our thereto. The public may from thence judge of the regard he hath to his 
flock, whether it be to feed them. | 


from | 
hout + John x. 5. 1 Iſa. Ixv. 5. $ Jude 10. 


ö 


and how often he preached, —And that he will publiſh a ſeries of letters 


Ire — — —— — — 


"Turn 


greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, having XZ 


men's perſons in admiration, becauſe of advantage ;* 


mockers walking after their own ungodly luſts. .. Theſe ; 
be they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, not having the . 


Spirit. 

And let me tell you, Doctor, that, if the grace of God 
prevents not, whether you are ſeparated in this world or 
not, you may take it for granted, you will be eternally ſe- 
parated in the next; nor "will your plea of having caten 
and drank in Chriſt's preſence, caſting out devils in his 


name, or doing any other wonderful work, be of any avail 


unto you, when he pronounces that awful ſentence, De- 


part, ye curſed, into everleſting fire, prepared fer the devil and 


his angels; which, I —_— will never be your caſe, But 
taretumn: 
As you ſeem to be quite out of paticnce, and not willing 


to ſtay till Chriſt ſhall aſſume the t! hrone, and all nations 
gathered unto him, when he ſhall ſeparate them one from 2 


another, as a ſhepherd d:videth the theep from the goats. 


And, as in all probability your deſires or requeſt will not 
be fo ſpeedily attended to by his Grace the Archbiſhop, as f 
you could wiſh, I would juſt hint to you a method, which I 
| think cannot poſſibly fail of ſucceſs. Suppoſe then, Doc- 
tor, as you deſire an ztire ſeparation, you was to tranſport 1 


yourſelf to ſome of his Majeſty's plantations in America, 


and this may be as ſpeedy as you pleaſe. Perhaps the“ 
ſooner the better; that thoſe of your brethren, who are 
willing to live peaceable and quiet lives, following after f 

holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, may . 
not be interrupted by you, or ſpoken evil of on your ac- #8 
count. And I am perſuaded that ſuch as theſe will be ve- 


ry ready to part with you: Or, if you ſhould have any ob- 


—Suppole, Doctor, you was to take a trip to your grand- 


papa at Kome, and continue with him; tell him what a 


champion you are for the church, and of your averſion to 
indulging liberty of conſcience i in matters of religion, or 


| allowing | 
| Jude rt, *:16. 4438  na9- -: 
Matt. xxv. 41. Matt. xxv. 32, 33. 
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jection to this method of intirely and ſpeedily ſeparating, - 
there is another juſt occurs to my mind, and which is this 
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allowing the right of private judgment, and what you 
1 ave done by way of oppoſition to each of theſe in Eu- | 4 

Land; and you need not doubt but he will uſher in the 12 
Tear erandchild with that antiphon uſed in the feſtival off 9 
* Paul the firſt hermit, T FEuge ſerve bone & fidelis, 
* quia in paucis fuiſti fidelis, ſupra multa te conſtituam.” 
q In Engliſb thus: | 
& Well done, good and taithful ſervant ; becauſe thou [4 
ec haſt been faithful in ſmall matters, I will place thee o- | 
6 ver many things.” | 
Andi as a further inducement to engage you to take this 
method, I would juſt remind you that there are now fif- 


teen cardinal's hats, which will be very ſhortly diſpoſed of, 


and I think, Doctor, that as you are ſo nearly related to 
his holineſs, you cannot but ſtand a good chance for one 
of them ; and which, if I am rightly informed, will be far 
more advantageous to you than being Vicar of E-jt-C-k-r, 
Thurſday-Lefturer of St. M—y-h-ll, and Lecturer of N-w- 
g- in Sy; and no doubt will pleaſe you better. 

I thought to have gone through the whole of your per- 
formance ; but as it would ſwell "this to too large a bulk, 
I ſhall content myſelf with what I have already done; and 
if you are pleaſed to make any reply, and I ſhould think i 
it worth my attention, perhaps you may hear from me a- 
in. But, before I leave you, permit me once more ** to 
& whiſper a word that may be worth remembring,” which 
is this: And now I ſay unto you, Refrain from theje 1 men, and 
„ them alone; for if this council or this work be of man, it 
Will come to nought ;, but, if it be of God, ye cannot overthrozy © 
„ leſt haply you be found to fight againſt Cod. | 
So taking my leave of you as free among the dead,} I 
Ana the like may happen to you as did to the Epheſians. 

nd am 


Sir, yours, Sc. Sc. | | [ 


Anonymous, 
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a lal-Book, page 212. * Adts v. 39. 1 Pf. Ixxxviii. 5. Eph. ji. 1. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


S ſeveral manuſcript copies of this performance have been pri 

vately handed about, and wherein the author, by way d 
note, has given his reaſons for declining an appearance in public 
The editor thinks himſelf under an obligation to take this public 
method of begging his pardon, for the freedom he hath taken i 
carrying it through the preſs; as alſo for what little alterations he 


may find in this from the original; which, it is ſuppbſed, he has | 


his poſſeſſion. And as it appears, by the date prefixed to the fait 
manuſcripts, that it is now near eight months ſince the original wa 
wrote; ſince which time there have been ſeveral other malignan 
pieces, relative to the fame perſons, publiſhed by the ſaid Dr. F—— 
it is ſcarcely to be doubted but that this will be looked upon by th! 
author, and every other judicious perſon, as a tufficient apolog 
for the conduct of the editor. 5 
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